Quick Reads Writing Pack

This Writing Pack accompanies The Reading Agency’s Quick Reads Reading Support Pack for the titles published in 2011. It contains writing activities and templates to use with emergent readers wherever you are working with them.

The activities cover speaking and listening, reading, writing and ICT skills. They are aimed at Entry Level 3 and Level 1 readers, but can be adapted for different levels. The templates can be used by groups or individuals working on their own or with support and can be a useful basis for discussion in informal book groups as well as formal classes. This document has been created in Microsoft Word so materials can be used digitally to allow text to be altered as appropriate for learners’ needs or literacy levels. Learners can also complete the activities on a computer.

The template list is as follows:

1. What happens next?
To be used by the reader before and during reading a book to predict how the story develops.
2. Describing a character
The reader selects a character from a book and draws a mind map describing how they look, story setting, events that happen to them and their opinions. This can be further developed into a written character profile. There is also a mind map template.
3. Creating a character
The reader answers questions to help them develop a character who they plan to write a short story about.

4. Writing about myself
An exercise in autobiographical writing.

5. Writing a story
A writing frame with questions to aid a writer in developing a theme and structure for a short story.

6. Words, words, words
An exercise encouraging readers to increase their vocabulary through words found in a book they have read.

7. Witness statement
A template for readers to write a witness statement in relation to a crime.

8. Get to know the author
An ICT exercise using search engines to find out more about an author.

9. Book debate
A group activity where readers split into two camps and debate the merits of a book. This sheet allows readers to prepare for the discussion by making notes.

10. Book review
A writing frame for reviewing a book.
The templates have been written so they can be used with many Quick Reads books. Please refer to the table on the next page.
Template list

In this pack, all of the templates can be used with more than one book.

	What happens next?
	Bloody Valentine
Clouded Vision

Follow Me

Men at Work

Trouble on the Heath

Jack and Jill

Strangers on the 16:02

My Dad’s a Policeman

Kung Fu Trip

	Describing a character
	Bloody Valentine
Clouded Vision

Follow Me

Men at Work

Trouble on the Heath

Jack and Jill

Strangers on the 16:02

My Dad’s a Policeman

Kung Fu Trip

	Creating a character
	Bloody Valentine
Clouded Vision

Follow Me

Men at Work

Trouble on the Heath

Jack and Jill

Strangers on the 16:02

My Dad’s a Policeman

Kung Fu Trip

	Writing about myself
	Kung Fu Trip

Tackling Life

	Writing a story
	Bloody Valentine
Clouded Vision

Follow Me

Men at Work

Trouble on the Heath

Jack and Jill

Strangers on the 16:02

My Dad’s a Policeman

	Words, words, words
	All

	Witness statement
	Bloody Valentine

Clouded Vision

Trouble on the Heath

Jack and Jill

Strangers on the 16:02

	Get to know the author
	All

	Book debate 
	All

	Book review
	All


What happens next?
As you read a book, stopping and thinking about the story can help you find deeper meanings. It also helps you understand how the author has structured the story.

When you are reading your next book, use these questions to help you write down your thoughts and predict what will happen next.

Before you read

What clues does the cover give you about where the book is set, the characters and what type of story it will be? 

What do you already know about the author? Have you read one of their books before?

What do you expect after reading the ‘blurb’, or description of the book, on the back cover?
Book beginnings

Read just the first sentence of the book. What does it tell you about the time, place, main character or atmosphere? How does the author grab your attention and make you want to read on?

After you’ve read the first chapter, how much do you know about the characters and plot? What do you think might happen next?

continued on next page

As you’re reading

Halfway through the book, choose the end of one chapter to reflect on what you have read. Has the story developed as you would have expected? What clues do you know about where the story is going? What would you like to happen next? Can you guess the ending of the story?
At the end

Did the story end as you expected? What do you think happens to the main characters after the story ends?
Taking it further

Based on your ideas for what happens next, write a short story about the future for the main characters. Or pick a minor character and write a description of their lives ten years on. What would they be doing? How might their lives have changed?
Describing a character
A good story can transport you to a different world and describe characters so clearly that you can imagine them in your mind.

Select one of the characters from a book you’ve read. Write their name in the middle of a piece of paper and draw some branches out from the centre to make a ‘mind map’. To help you get started you can use the template on the next page. Label each branch as follows:

· how they look

· background

· story setting

· events

· opinions 
From each main branch draw smaller branches and write down some details about the character you have chosen. For example:

· how they look

· what is their age?

· are they male or female?

· what is the colour of their hair?

· what type of clothing do they wear?


· background

· where did they grow up?

· who are their family?


· story setting

· where do they live?

· who do they live with?

· where does the story take place?


· events

· what happens to them in the story?

· how did they react? Were they happy, sad, scared or angry?

· opinions

· what do they like?

· what do they dislike?

· which other characters do they agree or disagree with?

If you get stuck for ideas, skim through the book to find where your character appears. Re-read sections and write on the mind map as the story tells you more about the character. You might need to guess some details if they are not included in the book.
Taking it further

Use your mind map as a basis for writing the character’s profile. Pretend you are writing a description of them to give to a friend so they can imagine the character in their mind. 
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Describing a character: mind map

Creating a character

When writing a story and creating characters, it helps if you have a clear picture of who they are before you start. Take a tip from published writers and ‘borrow’ ideas from real people. Use the questions below to help you jot down notes about your character. You don’t have to include all the information in your writing. Be choosy about what to tell the reader

Show, don’t tell

Don’t just rely on describing how your character looks. By writing about how your character behaves and their background you can bring them to life. If you get stuck thinking of ideas, write about people you know or a television character.
How old are they?

How do you know their age? Is it from the way they dress, move or speak?
What do they wear?

Do they dress typically for their age or job? Or do they have a style of their own? What do they wear for different events?

How do they move?

If your character is going upstairs, do they leap two steps at a time, or cling on to the handrail? Do they attack tasks with energy, or take things slowly and carefully? How do their faces change when they laugh, cry or get angry?

How do they speak?

Do they sound confident, nervous or friendly? Are they chatty or shy? How can you tell this?

continued on next page
How they spend their time

What does your character do with their time? Think about what your character might do during the day, evenings and at weekends. 
What is their job?

Where do they work? If your character doesn’t work, what else do they do with their day? Are they a student, full time parent or retired? Where do they spend their day?

How they feel about their job?

Does your character enjoy their job, or other daytime activities? What part of their day do they enjoy? Are there any tasks they really hate doing? What would they like to change about how they spend their day?

Relationships with others

Who does your character come into contact with during the day? Do they spend time with people at work, friends, students or other parents? Who do they get on with, or not like, and why?

Free time

Does your character have any hobbies? Do they enjoy sport or exercise? What are their favourite television programmes or films? What do they enjoy reading?

What would your character do?

Now you have some notes about your character, think about what they would do in different situations. How would they react? What would they do straight away? How would they cope? Put your character in one of the following situations and write a short story about what they might do. Begin by writing some notes.

· They win the holiday of their dreams.

· They talk to a stranger on the train.

· They get stuck in a lift with a film star.

· They find out they are gifted at a sport, such as football.

Writing about myself
A good tip for starting writing is to write about what you know - yourself. Autobiographical writing can cover a whole life, or a specific event. Here are some ideas for starting to develop a story about your life.

Getting started

To begin, jot down some ideas about events in your life that you’d like to write about. If you’re a bit stuck, use these as prompts:

· A first: first memory, kiss, success, failure, home, pet or job

· A day that changed my life

· A portrait of me aged five, or 15 or 30

· What my car, handbag, music or book collection says about me

· Five things I’ve learnt from life
Bringing memories to life

Use some personal items to help memories come alive. Do you have any photos or objects you could use as a starting point? Look at the photo, or object, and write down as many words as you can think of to describe it. Next think about the time when the photo was taken, or you first had the object. What period of time was that? What was in the news, on the television or radio and what was in fashion?

Ordinary lives

An everyday memory can make a good story. Write about a typical day in your life, or an evening out. Think about some of these questions:
· What makes it different to other people’s lives?

· Who do you see every day, and what part do they play in your life?

· Where do you go - and why?

· What part of the day is most special to you? What makes it special?
Taking it further

Be inspired by reading Adult Learners’ Week winners’ stories. Visit www.alw.org.uk/winners-stories 

Writing a story
Do you have an idea in your head but you’re not sure where to start? Here are some 

prompts to help you write down ideas for your story. You can work through them in any order. For instance, you might already have an idea for the ending.

What is the title of your story?

Some writers find it useful to have a ‘working title’ at the top of the page when they start writing a story. You can always change your title later!
What is your main theme or idea?
You need a main idea for your story. What is it about? It could be a murder, celebration, new job, holiday or finding a new partner.

Where is your story set?

Close your eyes and try to imagine the space. Are you indoors or outdoors? What can you hear or what smells are around you? Are you in a city or the countryside? 

When is the story set?

Is the story set in the past, present or future? What is the time-span of your story? Does it take place over a few hours, days, months or years?
Who are the characters?
Who are the main characters in your story? What do they look like? What are their personalities, jobs, family or relationships?
What are the emotions of the story?

What do the characters in your story feel? Is this a happy, sad or scary story? Or do the main characters go through a range of emotions during the story?
Summary

To help gather your ideas for a story, it can be useful to write a summary or synopsis. A synopsis is an outline of a plot. For example: “Follow Me is about Pippa, a career focused, single twenty-something who keeps meeting a handsome stranger. Why is he following her and why can’t she stop thinking about him?”




Story structure
Most stories have three main parts: setting the scene, development and resolution. Write down some ideas for each of these.

Setting the scene

Setting the scene involves introducing the reader to the main characters, where the story takes place and the problem or conflict that they are facing. Think about how you can grab a reader’s attention in the first paragraph. Do you take them straight into the action, or hold some information back until later?

Development
In the middle you can develop the story. Does the problem get worse? Does another conflict arise? What will be your main event in this part? How do the main characters react?

Resolution

At the end, the problem is resolved. Try and think of several endings and choose the most realistic. Make sure you tie up any loose ends. 
Final tip
Read a few different stories by other writers. Think about how they have structured the story. Can you pick out how they set the scene, developed the story and resolved the problem? What made it a good story?

Words, words, words
Reading is a great way to increase your vocabulary and improve your own writing. Below are some ways to make the most of using new words.

Using new words

Flick through a book you have read and write down three words that were new to you, or you don’t use in your own writing. Look up their meaning in a dictionary and then use each word in a new sentence.

Word: 

Sentence:

Word: 

Sentence:

Word: 

Sentence:

Style of writing

Look carefully at a piece of writing that you enjoyed reading and choose a sentence that you feel captures the way the author writes. Write down why you think the author chose those words and not others.

Witness statement
Crime stories are a very popular genre and it’s exciting reading the story trying to figure out ‘who dunnit’. To help the police in detecting the murder they collect witness statements.

Select a character from a crime story and write their witness statement. They might not have witnessed the actual crime or murder; it might just be a record of what they were doing at a particular time or an event. For example, in Bloody Valentine, the police might ask Jack’s secretary Alice what happened when the ‘gift’ arrived.
	WITNESS STATEMENT

	Date:
	

	Witness name:
	

	Date of event:
	

	Place of event:
	

	What happened (in their own words):

	

	Any background information that might be useful to the case:

	

	Witness signature:
	
	Date:
	

	Police signature:
	
	Date:
	


Get to know the author

Finding out more about an author can help you get more out of reading a book. Or, it can inspire you to read more work by the same author. By using an online search engine you can get more of an insight into their world. Find out what inspires them, how they write and even listen or watch them talk about their books.

First, select an author to search about.

Next, choose a search engine. Some of the popular ones are:

www.google.com
www.yahoo.com
www.bing.com
Then type your search terms, or key words, into the search engine and click on search. Just typing in your author’s first and second name should bring up results. You can also add the word ‘author’ to your search to help you bring up more relevant results. However, there may be other people in the world with the same name as them so you have to be selective in choosing what sites to visit.

The most popular, or relevant sites, should be near the top of the list.

You can also search for specific phrases by putting them in quotation marks, such as “Terry Jones Monty Python”.

Check your spellings when using a search engine, to make sure you get the results you want.

You can also refine searches by choosing just to look for images or videos. Can you find videos of the author talking about being a writer, or their latest book?

What five facts can you find out about the author from searching online?
Chosen author:

Fact one:

Fact two:

Fact three:

Fact four:

Fact five:
Book debate
A good way to get more out of a book you’ve read is to discuss it with other readers. As with writing, you can prepare notes before taking part in a discussion. This can help form ideas and opinions about a subject.

With this activity decide whether you would, or would not, recommend the book to a friend. If there is a group of you, split into two camps - one that will say they enjoyed the book and the other that will take the opposite view. Use the prompts below to help you plan your debate.

Write down one sentence to describe the book:

For example, ‘In Men at Work Ian loves his job, but does he love it more than his girlfriend Emma?’

Write down three facts about the book:

For example, ‘Author Benjamin Zephaniah is also a poet’ or ‘Charlie Oatway used to struggle with reading and writing.’
Write down five reasons why you enjoyed or didn’t enjoy the book:

For example, ‘Bloody Valentine was very scary’ or ‘Follow Me was a love story with a happy ending.’

Pick two quotes from the book to back up your argument:
Write down one question that you would like to ask other members of the group about the book.
Following on from the discussion, have you changed your mind about the book?

Would you recommend it to someone else?

Book review
Write a review of the book you have just read. Use this template to summarise the main elements of the story and give your own opinion.

Book title:

Author:

Genre

What type of book, or ‘genre’ is it? Is it crime, chicklit, comedy or something else?

Book cover and title

What did you learn from the book cover? Did the title grab your attention or put you off reading the book?

The setting of the story

When and where does the story take place? When and how does the writer reveal the setting?

continued on next page
The characters

Who are the main characters and what sort of people are they? What goal are they trying to achieve? Who are the most or least likeable characters and why? What do you think of the way the author portrayed the characters? 
Main plot or storyline

What happened in the story? Did it keep you reading? What are the key events that moved the story along?

Story ending

What happened at the end of the story? Had you guessed the end, or was it a surprise? Did the ending work or do you think the story should have ended differently? 
Final thoughts

Did you enjoy the book? Was the book an easy read? Would you recommend the book to a friend and if so, why? Give the book a rating. How many stars out of five? 


.
Write up your review and share it with others who read the book. Do they share your opinion about whether the book is a good read?

You can add your review of a Quick Reads book to the Quick Reads website:

www.quickreads.org.uk/reviews 

[image: image2.jpg][ ]
Quick Reads rea




PAGE  
[image: image1.jpg]

[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg][ ]
Quick Reads rea



[image: image4.png]How they look

Character’s name

@ Story setting

Background




