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The Princess and the Pig – Jonathan Emmett & Poly Bernatene (Macmillan)
9780230531413
There’s been a mix up in the royal nursery. Priscilla the princess has switched places with Pigmella, the farmer’s new piglet. The kindly farmer and his wife believe it’s the work of a good witch. The ill-tempered King and Queen squarely blame a bad witch. It’s the sort of thing that happens all the time in fairy tales! Priscilla grows up on the farm, poor but very happy. Things are less straightforward for a pig princess, but if kissing a frog can work, surely the same applies to pigs…  
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Traction Man and the Beach Odyssey – Mini Grey 

(Random House)
9780224083645
Daisy's mum and dad are always too busy to listen to a word that she says, so when, one day, she tells them that a big purple rhino has just walked into the house and taken a chomp of her pancake, guess what? That's right - nobody listens! But there's a surprise in store for Mum and Dad when they discover that a big purple rhino has gone missing from the zoo. Perhaps they should have taken more notice of what Daisy had to say. 
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A Greyhound of a Girl – Roddy Doyle (Scholastic)
9781407129358
12 year old Mary's beloved grandmother is near the end of her life. Letting go is hard - until Granny's long-dead mother appears at Mary's door, returning to help her dying daughter say goodbye. But first she needs someone to drive them all on a visit to the past. This is a funny, sad story about four generations of a family. 
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You, Me and Thing: The Curse of the Jelly Babies – Karen McCombie (Faber)
9780571272396
Next-door neighbours Ruby and Jackson get the surprise of their lives when they discover a Thing living at the bottom of their gardens. And when Thing places a curse on the inhabitants of the new house that’s been built over his old home, Ruby and Jackson find themselves up their eyeballs in jellybabies, magic and big trouble. 
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The Pirates Next Door – 
Jonny Duddle (Templar)

9781848772199
The Jolley-Rogers – a pirate family, move to Dull-on-Sea, a quiet seaside town. Stopping to fix up their ship, this unusual family get the whole neighbourhood spreading rumours. Defying the grown-ups, Matilda from next door decides to become friends with the youngest pirate son. When the Jolley-Rogers leave, the town discovers they were wrong to assume the worst – the pirate clan have buried treasure in everyone’s gardens. Matilda feels sad until she discovers her own treasure – an incredibly exciting new pen friend.
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Pinkie Mouse, Where are You? Alison Green & Deborah Allwright 
(Scholastic)
9781407110684
Pinkie Mouse and Pangolin are playing hide-and-squeak, but Pinkie Mouse is hiding a little bit too well!

Pangolin is forced to look for her in all sorts of scary places - behind an elephant's poo, inside a python's coils and even in the jaws of a hungry crocodile. In the process, he discovers that pangolins are much braver than he'd thought.
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The Donut Diaries – Dermot Milligan/David Tazzyman (Random House)

9780552564373
Dermot Milligan’s got problems. He’s overweight and hooked on donuts. He has a pushy, over-achieving mother, and a father who spends all his time hiding in the lavatory. And now, he’s being sent to a nutritionist, Doctor Morlock, who looks like a Dementor from Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. But how can he be forced to give up the one thing that brings him so much joy? Sugared, jam or ring, glazed...
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Hiccup: How to Steal a Dragon’s Sword – Cressida Cowell
(Hodder)
9781444900941
Bad times have come to the Archipelago. Ever since the woods of Berserk burned down, it is almost as if the world is cursed. Dragons are starting to revolt against their Masters. Old Wrinkly is missing, the waters have risen, flooding fields and washing whole villages away. But worse still, the wicked witch Excellinor has returned. And she wants Hiccup’s sword… Can Hiccup hold on to his sword, find Old Wrinkly and stop the witch revealing that he has the Slavemark?
Nov
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The Black Dog – Levi Pinfold (Templar)

9780340999011

A black dog appears outside the Hope family’s home. As each member of the household sees it and hides, the dog grows bigger and bigger. Only Small, the youngest Hope, has the courage to face the Black Dog. When it chases her through the forest she shows no fear, so it grows smaller and smaller. Finally, back to the size of a normal hound, the Black Dog is welcomed into the Hope household as their newest addition.
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School for Bandits – 
Hannah Shaw (Random House)
9781780080000
Mr and Mrs Raccoon are terribly worried about their son Ralph. He looks like all the other raccoons, but his behaviour is just awful: he’s polite, thoughtful, kind and he even says please and thank you! It’s time to send Ralph to the School for Bandits, where he can learn to be bad. But perhaps Ralph has a thing or two to teach his classmates. 
Nov
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The Search for WondLA – Tony Ditterlizzl (Simon & Schuster)
9780857073006
Twelve-year-old Eva Nine was raised by the robot Muthr. But when the underground sanctuary she calls home is destroyed, Eva is forced to flee aboveground. She embarks on a search for anyone else like her. She knows that other humans exist because of a very special item she treasures ~ a scrap of cardboard on which is depicted a young girl, an adult, and a robot along with the strange word "WondLa".
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The Sleeping Army – Francesca Simon (Faber)
9781846682780
Freya lives in modern Britain with a twist: people still worship the Viking gods. Stuck with her dad on his night shift at the British Museum, she is drawn to The Lewis Chessmen and Heimdall’s Horn. Unable to resist, she blows the horn, waking three chess pieces from their enchantment; Roskva, Alfi, and Snot the Berserk. 

Summoned to Asgard, land of the Viking gods, they are ordered on a perilous jouney to save the gods. Murderous giants, dragons and the Underworld stand between Freya and home. But if she fails, a worse fate awaits her…
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Zoe and Beans: Zoe’s Christmas List – Mick Inkpen/Chloe Inkpen (MacMillan)

9780230750555
Zoe knows exactly what she wants for Christmas, and to make sure Father Christmas does too, she and Beans take a trip across the Arctic all the way to the North Pole. But with a baby polar bear to rescue and a swirling snowstorm to contend with, will they ever make it?! 
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Colours all around us: White – 
Daniel Nunn (Raintree)
9781406226027
This series introduces colours by challenging readers to find as many examples of each colour as they can, during a typical day. The text is presented in fun, rhyming patterns, which makes these books great to read aloud together
Dec
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The Lion, the Unicorn and Me – Jeanette Winterson/Rosalind MacCurrach  (Scholastic)
9781407109053
In this retelling of the story of the very first Christmas, the

humble donkey is chosen above all other animals to carry Mary to

Bethlehem. As his journey unfolds, he is touched by the magic and

mystery of the Nativity...
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Christmas Chaos for the Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog – Jeremy Strong (Puffin)
9780141325002
Streaker, the hundred-mile-an-hour dog, is brilliant at many things but most of all she's brilliant at getting into trouble! Something mysterious has happened to Streaker's puppies and Trevor is on a detective mission to find them. But with Streaker causing mayhem everywhere she goes, can Trevor track down the puppies before Santa comes to visit?
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The Tales of Olga da Polga – Catherine Rayner/Michael Bond (OUP)

97801927731937
Olga da Polga has left the pet shop to start a new life with her owners. Her home is now a large and airy hutch and it’s not long before she meets Noel the cat, Fangio the hedgehog, and Graham the tortoise. Her garden companions soon discover that Olga loves an audience and from the moment she arrives she tells them stories about her wild and exciting adventures. Although they are not always sure whether to believe everything Olga says, one thing is certain – since Olga moved in, life is never dull! Whether she’s Olga the explorer, Olga the prizewinner, or Olga the storyteller, she is always Olga da Polga!
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