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Summer Reading Challenge: Briefing Sheet
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“The Challenge has really helped my children turn the corner in their reading – from it being a chore to being a pleasure. It has made a huge difference to all our lives!” Parent of Liam, 8, Essex 
“It was nothing short of incredible to see his confidence build as he worked his way towards his medal.” Parent of Saul, 8  
“For once, I didn’t miss my Xbox.” Theo, 11 

The Summer Reading Challenge is a major educational and cultural intervention, and a flagship library success story. It focuses on reading for pleasure. The Challenge is an annual event and involves 97% of UK local authorities, and is led by public libraries, working with schools. It is co-ordinated nationally by voluntary sector partner, The Reading Agency. 
· This year the Challenge was called Circus Stars and involved 780,000 children. 44% of these are boys.
 

· The library books issued during the period of the Challenge account for 20% of annual children’s books borrowing. Studies have shown that 80% of children taking part feel they are better readers as a result.
  

· 55,000 children will have joined the library to take part. 

· Younger children were supported by a growing army of 3,000 young volunteers, who said they felt they had gained new skills including communication and interpersonal skills.
Children are invited to read six books over the course of the summer holiday.  They join at their local library and a themed membership pack gets them started.  There are stickers and rewards to collect along the way, with a medal and certificate if they read six books. 
The combination of fun, freedom, and creativity impacts significantly on children’s reading levels, range, motivation and confidence.  Taking part in the Summer Reading Challenge helps prevent the ‘summer reading dip’ in achievement when children without reading opportunities at home over the long summer break from school traditionally lose ground in their reading.
 

Increasingly, the Challenge is being used by libraries and schools to target children most in need of support with reading. 
Children’s literacy and enjoyment of reading is a key issue for government, local authorities and schools: 

· A person with poor literacy is more likely to live in a non-working household, live in overcrowded housing and is less likely to vote.
 

· England’s reading achievement score has dropped from 3rd to 19th place. England is now outperformed by Russia, Italy and Latvia.
 

· Only 40% of England’s ten year olds have a positive attitude to reading. The figure for Italy is 64% and 58% for Germany. 

· "We can and must do much better for the one in 10 boys who at the age of 11 can read no better than a seven-year-old" Nick Gibb, Schools Minister.
 

· In England boys are 19% behind girls in reading and writing tests; in Scotland they are 22% behind. 
Importance of reading for pleasure 

The Summer Reading Challenge harnesses the power of reading for pleasure to improve children’s life chances. Research shows that children who enjoy reading are more likely to score highly on reading assessments than those who don’t.
 Children who use libraries are twice as likely to be above average readers.
 Reading for pleasure is a more important determinant of children’s educational success than their family’s socio-economic status
. 2011 research
 from Oxford University shows  that reading for pleasure is the only out-of-school activity demonstrably linked to securing managerial or professional jobs. 
Value for money 

Investing in children’s engagement with reading will save money further down the line

· 70% of pupils permanently excluded from school have difficulties in basic literacy skills

· 25% of young offenders have reading skills below those of a seven year old 

· 60% of the prison population has difficulties in basic literacy skills  

Summer Reading Challenge helps make savings 

“This year the Summer Reading Challenge was delivered across 97% of UK local authorities by local library staff to approximately 780,000 children.  It accounts for 20% of all UK book borrowing by children. The cost of the initiative is shared across these local authorities and works out at 73p per child.  By working together they can take joint control of paper prices, and costs for couriers, packaging, palleting, warehousing and invoicing. That’s without taking into account costs of design, website, resources etc.  Local authorities who have gone it alone and thought they could do it cheaper themselves have come back to the scheme.  They can’t do it cheaper on their own; they don’t have the same national buying power.” Nicky Parker, President, Society of Chief Librarians and Head of Transformation, Manchester City Council    

� 2011 results; full report will be available January 2012


� Product Perceptions 2003 and 2006


� UKLA 2009, Product Perceptions 2006


� National Literacy Trust, 2010


� PIRLS, 2006 & 2009


� August 2011


� PIRLS 2009


� National Literacy Trust, 2011


� OECD 2002; Oxford University 2011


� Reading at 16 linked to better job prospects, Mark Taylor, University of Oxford, 2011  





[image: image2.jpg]rced

readingagency.org.uk





[image: image2.jpg][image: image3.png]