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Reading Partners 
 
 
 
 
Independent publishers join Reading Partners  
 
 
We are delighted that the Independent Publishers’ Guild (IPG) have signed up to our 
Reading Partners scheme. We will be working with independent publishers and library 
authorities to help them to organise a host of reading events and promotions to get 
library users hooked on books published by independents. 
 
Members of the Independent Publishers’ Guild include acclaimed independents Arcadia 
Books, Aurum Press and Salt Publishing. Gary Pulsifer, Publisher of Arcadia Books, says: 
“Independent publishers and libraries have so much in common in their ambitions to 
provide for readers in imaginative, all-inclusive ways. We’re really looking forward to 
working with librarians all over the UK to take our books and authors to a wide audience 
and get even more people into their local branches.” 
 
Bridget Shine, Executive Director of the IPG, says: “This is a great opportunity for our 
members to connect with libraries and their users. I’m sure that our members will help 
to make Reading Partners an even more dynamic project for all concerned.”  
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Children’s Reading Partners 
 
We are excited to announce the launch of an 
experimental, two-year partnership scheme 
between children’s publishers and librarians 
called Children’s Reading Partners. We are 
leading this partnership and so far 12 
children’s publishers, The Publishers’ 
Association and the main children’s library 
bodies have all signed up.  
 
The scheme will take the children’s 
library/publisher relationship to a new level, 
with the ultimate aim of encouraging more 
children to read more. It will help publishers 
connect to young readers in new ways by 
allowing them to link into important 
developments in libraries, including our 
national children’s reading group network, 
Chatterbooks, and our new teenage social 
networking website, which will be launched in 
September.  
 
Over the next coming months, new online 
databases will create a free flow of information 
and contact between libraries and publishers, 
and a regional structure of library 
representatives will allow publishers to talk to 
libraries across the country. We are also 
planning breakfast briefings and regional road 
shows to build new knowledge and contact 
between the sectors. 
 
For more information contact 
naomi.danquah@readingagency.org.uk  

____________________________________ 

 
 
Reading Partners and the 
National Year of Reading  
 
We are extremely pleased with the support that 
our ten Reading Partners publishers are giving 
to the National Year of Reading and have 
several updates for you.  

 
 
 
 
National Year of Reading toolkit 
We have produced a National Year of 
Reading events toolkit for library staff, Whether 
you’ve been running large scale Reader Meets 
Writer events for years or are just beginning to 
work with authors, this toolkit shares ideas for 
running a variety of events and has suggestions 
about ways to involve local communities in 
reading activities centred around the local 
library. It has advice on devising an event 
based on the type of author and audience a 
library may be working with and gives tips to 
ensure that libraries, authors and publishers get 
what they want from an event. The toolkit is 
available to download from 
www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/reading-
partners  
 
Big name author events 
We’ve been very pleased with the support from 
publishers for the big author events. Over 70 
author events are taking place throughout the 
National Year of Reading. This is thanks to so 
many publishers encouraging their authors to 
take part in these events. You can view the list 
at www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/reading-
partners   
 
We’d like to measure the impact that author 
events have on people joining their local library 
so please make sure that people who come to 
these events are able to join the library. Sandy 
will be asking libraries to complete evaluation 
forms, requesting this data.  
 
Local author pairings  
Many local authors have been very successfully 
paired with their local libraries but there are 
some that haven’t been in place to kick off the 
membership campaign. The idea behind local 
author pairings is to encourage local people to 
join their local library encouraged by events 
attended by a local author.  
 
Most of the problems around communication 
and cost should have been resolved, following 
the statement of guidance issued to publishers 
and libraries on 6 June. 
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We have asked each publisher to carry out an 
internal audit to ensure their publicist has 
communicated with the library contact by the 
end of June. If some libraries are still 
experiencing any difficulties or have not heard 
from their local author publicist, please get in 
touch with Sandy Mahal (contact details at the 
end of the newsletter) as soon as possible.  
 
The publishers have agreed that the first event 
their author takes part in will be free to 
libraries. There after, if a library and author 
wish to continue their partnership (which we 
would encourage) any payment is a matter for 
negotiation between the library and the author. 
The above statement stands as of Friday 6 June 
as we can’t address costs that have already 
been agreed. 
 
There are five library authorities that haven’t 
been paired with authors and we are relying 
on publishers providing more authors to fill 
those gaps.  
 
On a very positive note we’ve found some 
great examples of authors and libraries 
working together to attract new readers into 
their local libraries. 

 
• Richmond Libraries are going to 

explore the phenomenal interest the 
public has in crime fiction. They are 
hosting a debate with three local 
authors and the Chief Commander of 
Richmond Police which will consider 

‘The Golden Age of the Crime Novel 
and Contemporary Crime Fiction’. 
 

• There will be lots going on across 
Southend to promote Jojo Moyes as 
author of the month in libraries and 
other venues. Readers will get the 
chance to post their messages and 
reviews on a ‘Jojo Moyes Wall’ in the 
library followed by a series of events.   
 

• North Lincolnshire have put in a bid to 
the Arts Council to host three separate 
events, including a readers day in 
partnership with another council 
department with the two local authors 
they’ve been paired with. 

  
We have publicised all the 149 local author 
pairings on our website at 
www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/reading-
partners these are listed in regional order on 
the right hand side of the page.  
 
 
Reading Partners’ report 
Finally you might be interested to know that the 
2007 report on the partnership is available at 
www.readingagency.org.uk/adults/reading-
partners. There is some fantastic evidence 
about how libraries are providing a lively, 
interactive social reading opportunities by using 
authors in lots of different ways. 
 
 
_________________________________________

 

New partnership with 
Borders 
 
Borders have announced new a toolkit to help 
stores work better with libraries and to help 
readers by making sure that all author events at 
libraries have proper book sales arrangements.  
 
“We’ve seen how powerful libraries’ fantastic 
community links and creative work with readers 
can be and want to take the relationship much 
further,” said Philip Downer, Chief Executive of 
Borders UK and Ireland.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
We will develop the toolkit with libraries. We 
will then test it with libraries and Borders stores 
for six months before making it available to 
other stores. As well as support for author 
events, it will include ideas like joint staff 
shadowing schemes. 
 
For more information please email 
sandeep.mahal@readingagency.org.uk  




