


Fulfilling their Potential

• A new vision of young people’s library services
• It’s really motoring now
• Potential for 2008 rollout



The Vision
• A welcoming, safe place to go
• A wide range of fun and interesting 

things to do 
• Unlimited reading for pleasure
• Opportunities to share great books with 

other young people
• A place to develop personal skills
• The chance to make a positive contribution to the community
• A wealth of information to support study 
• Guidance about issues that matter to them.



Fulfilling their Potential: the building blocks
2004-2006 R&D
•2004 Report
•Improvement Framework
•Research: quantitative and qualitative 
•Regional hotspot pilots: 

• Partners for Change in the South West 
• FtP NoW
• Creative Partnerships action research  



Fulfilling their Potential: the building blocks

2006-2007 Mainstreaming
•Policy/Youth Libraries Board
•Advocacy 
•Book Bars – lottery funding 
•Young Voices volunteering pilot – North West, with C SV 
•Training and resources @ their.readingfutures.org.u k
•BOOX feasibility study – on-line social networking s ite for 
reading



Fulfilling their Potential: the building blocks

For more information: 
www.theirreadingfutures.org.uk
www.readingagency.org.uk

2008 - National 
Rollout and 
Marketing?



Book Bars 
•FtP vision made real in 20 authorities 

•Big Lottery funding 2007-2010
•Young people at the heart of the ideas, including Book Waiters

“This is the best idea I have heard in such a long time!”
“It would be good to have people your own age inspi ring you to read”
“A lot of young people write poetry but there’s nev er been anywhere 
to read it”
“People would come in just to see the Book Waiters! ”
“It would be good to have loads of different facili ties to do different 
things in one place”



BOOX

•New dynamic for library/reading 
experience
•Using Web 2.0 social 
networking developments –
blogs, podcasts
•All linked back to the library/real 
books and creative reading 
activities



•DFES/Treasury policy review
•New 10 year youth strategy
•Local government White Paper and community engagement

Seize the moment! Getting on the policy agenda

•Statutory Guidance on Positive Activities



Action Challenges
•Use today to move forward on 
regional action
•Use the Improvement framework
and resources on TRF
•Use the advocacy materials and 
Youth Offer impetus to open up 
local authority partnerships  
•Respond to the Policy 
discussion paper 



For more information about
Fulfilling their Potential, please visit
www.readingagency.org.uk


